






• Out of the box thinking and innovative 
collaborations were encouraged because 
the Department had never experienced 
such large-scale destruction 

• CDOT contacted Central Federal Lands 
(CFL), a division of the Federal Highways 
Administration (FHWA), to pursue a 
partnering opportunity.   

• CFL agreed to be a part of the US 36 
reconstruction efforts and an agreement 
was executed in October 2013 to join 
forces.   

• The CDOT/CFL partnership is the first 
known alliance in Colorado that involves 
state and federal transportation agencies 
collaborating on an emergency/permanent 
repair project   
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• Approximately 250,000 cubic yards of granite was removed 

• Two work zones totaling almost two mile blasting length  

The Blasting 



This picture represents about 2% of the material that was moved by May 

The Blasting 



The Excess Material 
Excess Material Coordination by Agency 

Big Elk Meadows* 

Big Thompson Conservation District 

Boulder County - Maintenance 

Boulder County - Parks and Open Space 

Boulder County - Transportation* 

Colorado Parks and Wildlife 

Colorado Water Conservation Board* 

CDOT - Maintenance 

CDOT - SH 7* 

CDOT - SH 34 

Environmental Protection Agency* 

Estes Park* 

Forest Service* 

Glen Haven* 

Jamestown* 

Larimer County* 

Left Hand Water Conservancy District 

Longmont 

Lyons* 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Northern Colorado Water Conservancy District* 

Rocky Mountain National Park 

St. Vrain Water Conservancy District 



The Embankment Armoring 



• Presented a unique opportunity to take a 
holistic corridor approach and partner with 
stream restoration experts while 
rebuilding the highway  

• Sought out the Colorado Water 
Conservation Board (CWCB) and Crane and 
Associates to help guide the stream 
restoration efforts   

 

 

• Identified how the river and road interact with 
each other  

• Leveraged materials, equipment, manpower, and 
expertise onsite to responsibly rebuild the 
corridor  

• Helped identified opportunities and best 
practices that mutually benefited multiple 
elements 

 







 




















